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If a varnish becomes so discoloured that it impedes appreciation of the painting, or significantly alters its 
appearance from that intended by the artist, it may be removed by a conservator (see pictures above). A solvent 
must be used which will affect the varnish but leave the paint layers unaffected. The choice of solvent will 
depend on the formulations and ages of the paints and varnishes. Removal of varnishes should only be carried 
out by someone with a thorough knowledge of both historic painting practices and the properties of available 
solvents as well as good practical experience of the cleaning of paintings.  
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